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   Forum Panelist Biographies 

 

Moderators 

Deborah A. P. Hersman was sworn in as the 12th Chairman of the National Transportation 
Safety Board on July 28, 2009, following her nomination to the post by President Barack Obama 
and confirmation by the United States Senate.  Her two-year term as Chairman runs until July 
2011.  She is also serving a second 5-year term as a Board Member, which expires on December 
31, 2013. 

Chairman Hersman has been a Member of the NTSB since June 21, 2004.  Since then, she has 
chaired a number of public events hosted by the Board. Chairman Hersman holds a commercial 
drivers license with passenger, school bus, and air brake endorsements.  She successfully 
completed a motorcycle basic rider course and holds a motorcycle endorsement.  She is a 
certified Child Passenger Safety Technician.  She has also completed the 40- hour HAZWOPER 
(Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response Standard) training course. 

Before joining the Board, Chairman Hersman was a Senior Professional Staff Member of the 
U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation from 1999 to 2004 where she 
was responsible for a number of transportation issues, and earlier served as Staff Director and 
Senior Legislative Aide to Congressman Bob Wise of West Virginia. 

During her time at the Senate, she was a key staff member involved in the passage of the Motor 
Carrier Safety Improvement Act of 1999, which created a new truck and bus safety 
administration within the Department of Transportation.  She also worked extensively to 
negotiate the passage of the Pipeline Safety Improvement Act of 2002; the Transportation Equity 
Act of the 21st Century; the Amtrak Reform and Accountability Act and numerous 
transportation safety and security measures. 
 
Chairman Hersman earned Bachelor of Arts degrees in Political Science and International 
Studies from Virginia Tech University in Blacksburg, Virginia, and a Master of Science degree 
in Conflict Analysis and Resolution from George Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia.  She is 
married and is the mother of three sons.  

 

Colette D. Honorable was appointed Chairman of the Arkansas Public Service Commission by 
Governor Mike Beebe in January 2011.  Originally appointed to the Commission in October 
2007, she served as interim Chairman from January to August 2008.   
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Chairman Honorable is Treasurer of the National Association of Regulatory Utility 
Commissioners (NARUC) and serves on the Gas and Consumer Affairs Committees.  In 2010, 
Honorable was appointed by USDOT Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood to serve on the 
PHMSA Technical Pipeline Safety Standards Committee.  In 2011, President Tony Clark 
appointed Chairman Honorable to lead the NARUC Pipeline Safety Task Force.  She has been 
invited on a number of occasions to address both national and international audiences on a wide 
range of energy issues, including energy efficiency and conservation, renewable energy, smart 
grid technology and innovation and natural gas issues.   

Honorable is a graduate of the University of Memphis (previously Memphis State University) 
and obtained her Juris Doctor from the University of Arkansas at Little Rock School of Law. 

 

Cliff Johnson is the current President of the Pipeline Research Council International (PRCI).  
Prior to joining to PRCI, Mr. Johnson spent 13 years at NACE International, where he has held a 
variety of positions during his career. His most recent position was as NACE’s Director of Public 
Affairs where he led NACE’s legislative initiatives. Mr. Johnson earned his Master of Public 
Affairs from the Lyndon Baines Johnson School of Public Affairs at the University of Texas at 
Austin, and a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from Austin College in Sherman, Texas.   He 
currently lives with his wife, Courtney, and 2 daughters, Emma & Vivian, in Katy, Texas. 

 

Jeff Wright is the Director of the Office of Energy Projects and has been a member of the Office 
of Energy Projects since its inception in 2000. This Office is responsible for the processing of 
applications for the construction and operation of natural gas pipelines and storage facilities; the 
siting and safety of liquefied natural gas terminals; and the licensing, safety, and administration 
of non-federal hydroelectric projects.  In addition, this Office administers the supplemental siting 
authority for interstate electric transmission facilities granted by the Energy Policy Act of 2005. 
 
Mr. Wright joined the Commission in 1979 and served as project manager on many applications 
to site natural gas pipelines and storage facilities.  Subsequently, he became the head of the 
Energy Infrastructure Policy Group. That group was responsible for analyzing and assessing 
energy infrastructure in the U.S.  

Mr. Wright received a B.A. in economics from the College of William and Mary and a M.B.A. 
from the University of Maryland. Mr. Wright was born in Alexandria, Virginia, and now lives in 
Silver Spring, Maryland, with his wife and two daughters. 
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Panelists 

 

R. Allan Bradley is Executive Vice President for Questar Corporation and President and Chief 
Executive Officer of Questar Pipeline Company based in Salt lake City, UT.  Questar Pipeline 
Company is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Questar Corporation and operates interstate natural 
gas pipelines and storage facilities in the western U.S. and provides other midstream energy 
services in Utah, Wyoming and Colorado.  He also serves as Chairman of White River Hub, 
LLC. 

With 35 years of oil and gas industry experience, Mr. Bradley began his career with ExxonMobil 
Corporation and later held a variety of management positions in domestic and foreign natural gas 
operations at Texas Eastern Corporation, Coastal Corporation and El Paso Corporation.  He 
joined Questar Corporation in 2005. 

Mr. Bradley is Chairman of the INGAA Board of Directors.  He also serves on the board of 
directors and the executive committee of the INGGA Foundation. 

A native of Virginia, Mr. Bradley holds an undergraduate degree in management science from 
Georgia Tech and an MBA from Tulane University.  He and his wife, Millie, have two children 
and split time between homes in Park City, Utah and Dallas, Texas. 

 

Scott Cisel  was named Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer of Ameren Illinois 
Company (formerly AmerenIP, AmerenCIPS and AmerenCILCO) in January 2007 after serving 
as their president and chief operating officer since Oct. 2004.  The Ameren Illinois Company 
serves approximately 1.2 million electric customers and 815,000 natural gas customers in 85 of 
the 102 counties in Illinois.  The aggregate annual revenue of the three utilities is about $3.5 
billion. 

Before those promotions, Cisel was vice president and chief operating officer of 
AmerenCILCO—a position he assumed with Ameren’s 2003 acquisition of CILCORP 
Incorporated—parent of Central Illinois Light Company.  Previously Cisel had been employed 
by CILCO for twenty-nine years.   

Cisel joined Central Illinois Light Company (“CILCO”) in 1975 as a meter reader and advanced 
through various management positions in sales, customer service, regulatory affairs, consumer 
services and gas and electric operations.  He was elected CILCO’s Vice President of Sales and 
Marketing, and Federal and State Governmental and Regulatory and Legislative Affairs and 
legal services in 1995. He became Senior Vice President of AES CILCO responsible for 
customer service, legislative and public affairs, gas and electric supply, electric trading, 
corporate communications, regulatory affairs, non regulated retail marketing and strategic 
planning in 2001. 

Cisel received his bachelor’s degree in Business Administration and Economics from Culver-
Stockton College and his master’s degree from Bradley University.  He is a board member of the 
Illinois Energy Association, Easter Seals of Central Illinois, the OSF Hospital Community 
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Advisory, Heartland Partnership and the American Gas Association.  Cisel is also involved in 
numerous other civic activities. 

Scott has been married to his wife, Susan, for 35 years.  They have three grown children; Derek, 
Abbey and Andrew.   

 

Mike R. Comstock  has over 21 years experience in the natural gas industry.  He is the Gas 
System Superintendent for the City of Mesa, Arizona.  He is the first Vice-chair of the American 
Gas Association and is a founding member of the Arizona Utility Group.  He was a member of 
the PHMSA’s Operator Qualification Task Force and a member of the Pipeline Employee 
Performance Group.   

 

Chuck Dippo, PE is the Vice President, Engineering Services & System Integrity, South Jersey 
Gas, reporting to the Senior Vice President & Chief Operating Officer, responsible for planning 
and directing all engineering services involving the design and technical specifications of 
Company facilities.  Duties include the oversight and management of engineering design, system 
planning, construction, codes and standards, corrosion control, gas supply, gas control, system 
integrity, compliance, transmission pipeline operations and LNG peak shaving activities. Related 
functional area responsibilities include providing guidance on distribution operations, emergency 
procedures, strategic planning, infrastructure security and regulatory affairs.  Thirty-two (32) 
years of natural gas industry experience including field operations, and successive progression 
through various levels of increasing responsible charge 

 

Andrew J. Drake is vice president of transmission services for Spectra Energy Transmission. 
He is responsible for financial services, right-of-way, compliance and technical services, and he 
works closely with the business’ regional field operations. Drake joined predecessor company 
Texas Eastern in 1982 as an engineer. He has held positions of increasing responsibility 
throughout his career, including manager of construction, general manager of technical services, 
and most recently, vice president of engineering and construction. Drake earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in industrial and systems engineering from Ohio State University. He is a 
registered professional engineer in the state of Texas. Drake has held leadership positions on 
numerous technical committees and regulatory initiatives within the natural gas industry, 
including chairing the Gas Industry Integrity Management Initiative that worked with the U.S. 
Department of Transportation (DOT) to develop the basis for the Gas Integrity Management 
Rule. He currently chairs the American Society of Mechanical Engineers’ Gas Piping Standards 
Committee and has been reappointed by the U.S. Transportation Secretary to represent the 
industry on DOT’s Technical Advisory Committee on Pipeline Safety. 
Drake and his wife, Jeannie, have one daughter. 
 

Tim Felt is the President and Chief Executive Officer of Colonial Pipeline.  Felt provides the top 
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leadership, strategic vision and discipline required of Colonial as “America’s Energy Lifeline.”   

On a day-to-day basis, Felt ensures Colonial meets its commitment to serve customers with safe, 
reliable and efficient fuel deliveries and to safeguard the public and the environment.   

An experienced executive within the pipeline industry, Felt is past chairman and Executive 
Committee member of the Association of Oil Pipe Lines (AOPL).  He is past chairman of the 
American Petroleum Institute’s Pipeline Committee and is a member of the API Board of 
Directors.  He also serves on the NACE Foundation Board of Directors.  He just completed a 
term as Chairman of the Common Ground Alliance and is serving on the Board as a Past 
Chairman. 

Prior to joining Colonial, Felt was president and CEO of Tulsa-based Explorer Pipeline for nine 
years.  While there, he was President of the Board for the Youth Services of Tulsa for two years 
and served on the board of Tulsa’s United Way. 

Before Explorer, Felt was Vice President of Mobil Pipeline Company from 1995-2000.  During 
that time, he served as a board member of five joint venture companies, including Colonial 
Pipeline.  His career includes serving as president of Wolverine Pipeline, Collins Pipeline and 
T&M Terminal Company.  His Mobil career began in 1983 and covered various positions and 
responsibilities.  

A native of upstate New York, Felt earned an engineering degree from the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point and an MBA from Pepperdine University. 

Colonial Pipeline operates the largest-volume refined liquid petroleum products pipeline in the 
world.  Founded in 1962 and privately owned by a consortium of oil and petroleum companies, 
Colonial’s 5,500-plus miles of underground interstate pipeline transports gasoline, kerosene, 
home heating oil, diesel and national defense fuels from refineries along the Gulf Coast to 
markets throughout the South and East Coast.  More information about Colonial Pipeline is 
available at www.colpipe.com. 

 

Susan Fleck is Vice President of Standards, Policies and Codes for National Grid, an 
international energy company based out of London, UK. In her current role, she manages the 
development and implementation of engineering standards, policies and procedures in the US 
Gas Distribution organization.  She is also responsible for building and maintaining relationships 
with key external stakeholders and opinion leaders to represent and drive US Gas Distribution’s 
engineering interests at a national level.  She also has responsibilities for materials, R&D, PAS55 
Certification, rate case strategy and technical communications.  

On November 2010, Ms Fleck was appointed to serve on the US Department of Transportation's 
Technical Pipeline Safety Standards Committee as an industry representative. Recently, she was 
nominated to the Board of Directors of Interstate Natural Gas Association of America 
Committee. 

Ms. Fleck began her career in the gas industry in 1980 at Columbia Gas Transmission 

http://www.colpipe.com/�
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Corporation. She then worked for Brooklyn Union Gas Company and Consolidated Edison 
Corporation of New York, Inc. before joining Boston Gas Company [a subsidiary of Eastern 
Enterprises] in 1985. During her tenure at Boston Gas, she worked in a variety of positions in the 
Engineering, Distribution and Construction Departments. She was named Vice President of 
Engineering and Gas Control in 1998, and Vice President of Engineering and Environmental 
Management in 1999. She was elected to the position of Vice President, Gas Operations NYC 
when KeySpan acquired Eastern Enterprises in 2000 had responsibility for construction, 
maintenance and customer field services activities.  She held that position through the acquisition 
of KeySpan by National Grid in 2007. 

She holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Civil Engineering from Carnegie-Mellon University 
and an MBA (Finance) from the Carroll School of Management at Boston College.  

Ms. Fleck is a long time member of the American Gas Association, where she is on the 
Operations Managing Committee.  She is a member of the American Society of Civil Engineers.  
She is Chairperson of the Board of Directors at New Destiny Housing Corporation, a non-profit 
organization providing housing and services for domestic violence survivors. She is Assistant 
Secretary to the Board of Directors of Citywide Supportive Housing Corporation and Citywide 
Supportive Housing HDFC.  
 

Randy Gyory, Interim Executive Vice President & Chief Operating Officer for Philadelphia Gas 
Works was appointed to his current position in March 2010.  He previously held the position of 
SVP Operations & Customer Affairs since 2007. In his position as COO, Mr. Gyory is 
responsible for Field Operations, Supply Chain, Customer Affairs, Gas Management, Marketing, 
Corporate Communications and Corporate Preparedness.  Previous held positions include Vice 
President of Customer Affairs since 2001 and Manager of the Program Management Office.  
During Mr. Gyory’s tenure as manager, he led a team of functional and business analysts in 
correcting and improving billing system software issues associated with the transition from their 
legacy billing system to a client server system.  Mr. Gyory’s call center management team turned 
around a call center operation that was under-achieving, effectively reversing an order by the 
PUC to outsource operations to obtain minimum acceptable standards. PGW’s collection rate 
improved to average over 96% the last five years (98% in 2010) as compared to the historic 
collection rate of 92% for the previous ten years.   

In his thirty-one years of experience at PGW, Mr. Gyory has spent the majority of his career in 
the Distribution Department where he held several positions in Maintenance, Construction and 
Engineering.  Mr. Gyory received a BS degree in civil engineering from the University of 
Pittsburgh. 

 

Christopher Helms is Executive Vice President and Group CEO, NiSource Gas Transmission & 
Storage. He is responsible for executing an aggressive growth strategy for NiSource's interstate 
natural gas pipeline and storage companies and midstream assets. Helms oversees all 
commercial, regulatory, operations and project development functions of Columbia Gas 
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Transmission Corp., Columbia Gulf Transmission Co., Crossroads Pipeline Co. and NiSource 
Midstream Services LLC.  

Together, NiSource's gas transmission and storage companies operate a 15,000-mile network of 
natural gas pipelines, 37 storage fields and serve some of the nation's largest and fastest-growing 
energy markets in the Northeast, Midwest and Mid-Atlantic regions. Helms has held a variety of 
leadership roles in the energy sector, including president and chief executive officer of CMS 
Panhandle Companies, president of Centennial Pipeline Company LLC, and executive vice 
president of CMS Gas Transmission Corp. Prior to joining NiSource in April 2005, Helms's firm, 
Helms & Company LP, provided consulting services to private equity firms seeking investment 
opportunities in the energy industry.  

He currently serves as a director of the Interstate Natural Gas Association of America (INGAA) 
and is a member of INGAA's Executive Committee. In January 2011, he was named chairman of 
the organization's newly formed Pipeline Safety Task Force. Helms is a past chairman of the 
Southern Gas Association (SGA) and also has served as vice president of the Groupe 
International des Importateurs de Gaz Naturel Liquefie (GIIGNL). He is a member of the state 
bar associations of Texas, Louisiana and Florida, and is a past member of the College of the 
State Bar of Texas (1993).  

Helms earned bachelor's degrees in political science and journalism from Southern Illinois 
University and a juris doctor degree from Tulane University School of Law. Helms is based at 
NiSource's office in Houston, Texas. 

 

 

Rick Kessler currently serves as President of Dow Lohnes Government Strategies, a lobbying 
group in Washington DC. Most recently Mr. Kessler served as Director of New Jersey Governor 
Jon S. Corzine’s (D) Washington, DC office. Mr. Kessler is best known as the longtime chief of 
staff to House Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman John D. Dingell (D, MI) and as a 
professional staffer handling energy and environmental issues on the Energy and Commerce 
Committee, where he was the primary staffer to all the Democratic Committee Members on 
issues such as cogeneration, renewables, efficiency, hydro-power, public lands, oil, gas, coal, 
pipeline safety and energy-related research, remediation and tax policy. While serving as 
Chairman Dingell’s chief of staff, he also was responsible for all political, legislative, 
policy, press and administrative matters. Previously Mr. Kessler was the Associate 
Director of Government Affairs for Princeton University, worked as a top aide to Energy 
and Commerce Health Subcommittee Chairman Frank Pallone, Jr. (D, NJ), held 
legislative positions with Senator Frank R. Lautenberg (D, NJ) and former Representative 
William J. Hughes (D, NJ). Mr. Kessler is a graduate of Kenyon College and Rutgers 
University and also attended the University of Surrey in Guildford, UK 
 
 
Randy Knepper has been the Director of the New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission's 
Safety Division since 2005.  His duties include oversight of the Commission’s pipeline safety 
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program consisting of natural gas operators, liquefied natural gas operators, liquid petroleum 
operators, master meter operators and landfill gas pipeline operators.  Mr. Knepper role includes 
administrative oversight with enforcement authority of the New Hampshire Underground 
Damage Prevention Program.  Within New Hampshire, he serves as subject matter expert for the 
energy sector as part of the New Hampshire Emergency Operations Plan. .In addition, his 
appointments include positions within the New Hampshire Advisory Committee for Emergency 
Preparedness and Security and the New Hampshire Site Evaluation Committee.  He is a member 
of the Managing Underground Safety Training (MUST) and a board member of the New 
Hampshire Public Works Training Council  

Nationally, Mr. Knepper serves as Chair of the National Association of Regulatory Utility 
Commissioners (NARUC) Pipeline Safety Committee, as National Secretary for the National 
Association of Pipeline Safety Representatives (NAPSR) and is a member of the Common 
Ground Alliance (CGA) Technology Committee. 

 

Danny McGriff is Chairman of the National Association of Pipeline Safety Representatives 
(NAPSR).  He began his career with the Georgia Public Service Commission on June 1, 1980.  
As Director of the Pipeline Safety Office, he directs and coordinates the daily activities for two 
departments:  Pipeline Safety Section and the Georgia Utility Facilities Protection Act 
(“GUFPA”) Section.  In addition to Mr. McGriff’s duties and expertise, he worked with the 
Legislative Committee and developed the GUFPA that became law on July 1, 2000 charging the 
Georgia Public Service Commission with enforcement.  

 
Mr. McGriff has received high marks for being instrumental in developing and managing an 
effective damage prevention program for the state that covers all buried utility facilities.  
Through his efforts, Georgia is recognized at the federal level as having one of the top five 
damage prevention programs in the United States.  
 

Dr. Oliver C. Moghissi is President of NACE International, a technical society with more than 
26,000 members supporting the mission of protecting people, assets, and the environment from 
the effects of corrosion. A significant emphasis of the association is pipeline corrosion 
management. Oliver is also Director of the Det Norske Veritas (DNV) Materials & Corrosion 
Technology Center in Columbus, Ohio. His personal experience is focused on developing and 
applying technology to optimize corrosion management programs, especially for oil & gas 
production and transportation facilities. 

 

Harry Pefanis is President and Chief Operating Officer of Plains All American GP LLC, the 
general partner and controlling entity of Plains All American Pipeline, L.P., a master limited 
partnership listed on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol “PAA”.  Mr. Pefanis has 
held the position of President of PAA and its predecessors since 1988.  Since entering into the 
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crude oil marketing and transportation business in 1992, PAA has grown into one of the largest 
crude oil transportation companies in the United States.  

Mr. Pefanis joined Plains Resources (which formerly owned 100% of PAA's GP interest) in 
1983.  He has been with PAA and its predecessor organizations since 1983.  From 1988 through 
May 2001 Mr. Pefanis served in dual management roles for Plains Resources and PAA.  Prior to 
joining Plains Resources in 1983, Mr. Pefanis was an auditor for the national accounting firm of 
Price Waterhouse & Co. 

Mr. Pefanis has a BBA in accounting from the University of Oklahoma. He is a director of the 
API and is currently Chair of the API Pipeline Committee.  Mr. Pefanis is also a director of 
PNGS GP LLC, which is the general partner of PAA Natural Gas Storage, LP, and a director of 
Settoon Towing.  

  

Greg Smith was appointed as president of Shell Pipeline Company L.P. in November of 2010. 
Prior to this appointment, he was the Gulf of Mexico Regional Operations Manager for Shell 
Pipeline Co.  In January 2011, he also assumed the role of General Manager Gulf Of Mexico 
Operations. In this role, he has day-to-day operations accountability for Shell’s 3500 miles of 
crude oil, chemical and product pipelines located offshore Gulf of Mexico and along the 
Texas/Louisiana Gulf Coast.   

Greg Smith started his career with Shell Pipeline in 1983 and has held a number of assignments 
within Shell primarily in engineering and operations.  These roles include Manager of GOM 
Business Development, Control Center Manager, and Manager of Distribution Operations 
Support and Engineering. He has served on the API Cybernetics Committee and the Performance 
Excellence Committee.  

A native of central Ohio, He earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in Electrical Engineering from 
The Ohio State University. He and his wife, Brenda, have three children.  

 

Carl Weimer is the Executive Director of the national Pipeline Safety Trust. He also 
serves on the Governor appointed Washington State Citizens Committee on Pipeline 
Safety, as a member of the U.S. Department of Transportation's Technical Hazardous 
Liquid Pipeline Safety Standards Committee, and the steering committee for the Pipelines 
and Informed Planning Alliance. Mr. Weimer has testified to both the U.S. House of 
Representatives and Senate on pipeline safety issues, organized four national pipeline 
safety conferences, pushed for stronger pipeline safety legislation on the national and 
state level, runs the national Safe Pipelines and LNG Safety listserves that include over 
700 people from around the country, and regularly serves as an independent source of 
pipeline safety information for news media, local government, and citizens around the 
country. Mr. Weimer was re-elected in 2009 to his second four-year term on the 
Whatcom County Council. He has a degree in Natural Resources and Environmental 
Education from the University of Michigan, as well a degree in Industrial Electronics 
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Technology from Peninsula College. 

 

Jeff Wiese is the Associate Administrator for Pipeline Safety and served in this position on an 
acting basis between July and January 2007 and served as Acting Deputy Associate 
Administrator from August to December 2006.  During that time he lead implementation of the 
newly enacted Pipeline, Inspection, Protection, Safety and Enforcement Act (PIPES) Act of 
2006, including creation and rollout of the agency's enforcement transparency website. 

Jeff served the agency as its Director for Program Development within the Office of Pipeline 
Safety for nearly ten years, during a period of rapid growth and transformation in the pipeline 
safety program.  In that role he directed major new policy initiatives, including design, 
development, and deployment of Integrity Management oversight and improved pipeline public 
awareness programs.  Jeff was instrumental in building the agency's original "enterprise" – the 
Common Ground Alliance for preventing underground utility damage.  He brings the same 
enterprise leadership to other program priorities, including research and development, emergency 
response preparedness, and strengthening state partnerships.  

Prior to joining DOT, Jeff worked for fifteen years in the offshore oil and gas program of the 
Minerals Management Service (MMS) within the U.S. Department of Interior.  Over the course 
of his MMS career, Jeff directed several programs, including the offshore safety management 
program, and served for five years as Chief of Staff for Offshore Operations.  

Mr. Wiese has an M.A. from the University of Rhode Island with interdisciplinary focus on 
science, policy, and economics and a B.S. in General Science from Grinnell College.  He has a 
son and daughter and lives in Reston, VA. 

 

Richard (Rich) H. Worsinger, PE serves as the Director of Utilities for the City of Rocky 
Mount, North Carolina where he is responsible for the City’s electric and natural gas utilities 
serving 27,000 electric and 17,000 natural gas customers with a combined annual budget of over 
$120 M.  He has 25 plus years of experience in the utility industry.   
 
Prior to coming to Rocky Mount in 2001, Rich spent most of his career employed by Public 
Service Electric and Gas Company; an investor owned electric and gas utility serving over 2 
million customers in New Jersey. During this time Rich held various engineering and 
management positions in both the electric and gas departments.  

Rich currently serves on the Board of Directors for the American Public Gas Association and the 
American Public Gas Association Security and Integrity Foundation.  He is a gas industry 
representative to the Department of Transportation Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration Technical Pipeline Safety Standards Committee.  He is also currently chair of 
APGA’s Regulatory Committee, a former chair of APGA’s Operations and Safety Committee, 
Treasurer for the Carolina’s Public Gas Association, an alternate Commissioner for the North 
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Carolina Eastern Municipal Power Agency’s Board of Commissioners and is a past President of 
the North Carolina Association for Municipal Electric Systems. 

Rich was born and raised in Philadelphia, PA, has Bachelor of Science in Electric Engineering 
from Drexel University in Philadelphia, and is a Licensed Professional Engineer in NC. 
 

Rich has been married for over 25 years to his wife Nancy who is an Instructor at Nash 
Community College in the Allied Health Department. They have a son, Chris who is attending 
East Carolina University and daughter, Libby who is attending University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill.   

 

 

 

 


