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Recent pipeline failures around the country have elevated concerns about pipeline safety.
Neighborhoods in Allentown, Pennsylvania, and San Bruno, California, were rocked by fatal
explosions caused by natural gas pipeline failures. These tragic events took lives, shook
communities, and raised serious questions about the safety of some of our aging pipeline
infrastructure.

These and other recent pipeline incidents, such as the one last summer in Marshall, Michigan,
causing a large oil spill into sensitive waters, underscore the need to develop a comprehensive
solution that will prevent accidents like these from recurring. The U.S. Department of
Transportation (DOT) will host a Pipeline Safety Forum on these issues on April 18 in
Washington, DC, and [ invite you or your representative(s) to participate. This forum will bring
together key stakeholders, including pipeline companies, State and Federal agencies, technical
experts, public safety advocates, and the public, to tackle these issues head-on and discuss
workable solutions. You or your representative(s) may RSVP for the Pipeline Safety Forum at

pipelineforum@dot.gov.

We appreciate your State’s partnership on pipeline safety inspection and enforcement. In 2009,
the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration provided the majority of the funding
for your pipeline safety program, trained your State’s inspectors alongside our own, and worked
with them to enforce your State pipeline safety laws.

Now, we want to partner with you again to ensure that all pipeline companies in your State, both
public and private, are correctly analyzing the risks to their pipeline systems and using the
appropriate assessment technologies. Your pipeline safety staff can help make this happen. We
ask you to urge your staff to encourage companies and the State utility commission to accelerate
pipeline repair, rehabilitation, and replacement programs for systems whose integrity cannot be
positively confirmed. This is one of the best ways to help protect your citizens from accidents
like those in Allentown, Marshall, and San Bruno.

In addition, there are several other actions you could take to prevent other types of pipeline
accidents in your State. These include the following:

Issue a Proclamation on Safe Digging Month. You can help raise awareness about the
importance of calling before you dig by issuing a State proclamation and holding a public
awareness event. As you may know, April is National Safe Digging Month, and DOT will be
highlighting our 811 Safe Digging Initiative. Since establishing the 811 number in 2007 and
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raising awareness among excavators and do-it-yourselfers alike of the importance of calling 811
before digging, the number of gas distribution leaks caused by excavation damage has dropped
by more than 45 percent. Even with this progress, excavation damage remains the number one
cause of pipeline failures causing serious injuries and deaths. Your State proclamation will help
raise awareness about this critical safety issue.

Enforce One-Call Laws. One of the critical components of a strong damage prevention
program is fair and effective enforcement of the one-call laws. Govemnors play a vital role in
supporting improved pipeline safety and a sound infrastructure, and we encourage your support
for improvements in one-call laws and programs. Effective damage prevention laws are
characterized by few or no exemptions from participation in the safe digging process, balanced
enforcement that holds all parties accountable, and clearly defined responsibilities.

Encourage Better Land Use and Development. Another important damage prevention
initiative is aimed at helping your cities and towns make better decisions about land use and
development around existing pipelines. We have published a report on suggested practices and
model legislation to help town planners and local officials coordinate with pipeline companies to
ensure the safety of people and the environment. This report, called the Pipeline Informed
Planning Alliance Report, can be found on our Web site at http://www.phmsa.dot.gov. Please
help us by referring land use planners in your State to this report so they can make informed
decisions about the best use of land near pipelines transporting natural gas or hazardous liquids.

I'look forward to working with you on this criticgbgafety issue. If the Office of the Secretary or
DOT’s Pipeline and Hazardous Material Safety’Administration can be of any assistance to you,
please contact Administrator Cynthia L. Quarternfan at 202-366-4831. -

Sificerely mpurs,

Ray LaHood
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